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General Comments

This manuscript uses a combination of field observations and an analogue model to
infer that the 2009 LAquila earthquake occurred on a blind fault and therefore the risk
from earthquakes in the central Apennines is greater than that on those with a surface
expression — the so-called “reversed hierarchy”.

I think the manuscript presents and interesting idea and, if their inferences were correct,
this would be an important consideration in seismic hazard assessment.

However, it seems the authors are too focussed on their interpretation and ignore an
extensive set of literature that shows that (1) Historical earthquakes have occurred
on faults with a clear surface expression, (2) Trench data shows that large historical
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earthquakes have reached the surface, and (3) A fault that has an earthquake in 2009
may still have a lower slip-rate than that which has not had an earthquake for hundreds
of years (slip rates on faults in this region are of the order of 0.1mm/yr — 2mm/yr and
thus recurrence intervals of many thousand years are common). Although the notion
of blind faults in the Apennines is not new, the idea that they represent the majority of
potential seismic sources is not consistent with most of the literature.

| also think the analogue model needs to be justified — they seem to have used param-
eters that fit their interpretation, but have not shown what the results would look like if
the fault were not assumed to be blind.

Overall I think the conclusions need to be put in the context of the literature more and
the analogue modelling assumptions need to be justified.

Specific Comments:

Page 119 Line 14: “the region is criss-crossed by many 5-10 km-long normal faults”.. It
should be noted that the region also has many faults longer than 5-10km (e.g. Boncio
et al., 2004; Cinque et al., 2000; Faure Walker et al., 2010; Galadini and Galli, 2000)

Page 120 Line 26 some authors found greater surface offsets (e.g. Boncio et al., 2010;
Roberts et al., 2010)

Page 123 Lines 23-25 — This needs examples and references.

Page 124 Lines 25 — 28: There is no evidence for this. Even if one does believe the
blind fault theory proposed in this paper, there have been other earthquakes (both
recent and in the historical record (see Galli et al., 2008 for a review of surface faulting
revealed by trench data)) that have occurred on the faults with the greatest surface
expressions. It seems they are basing their ideas of all ltalian Apennine earthquakes on
the interpretation of one event, an interpretation that is unlikely to be widely accepted.

Technical Comments
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Page 123 Line 25-26: This sentence needs to be rewritten
References (note this is a small sample of what could be included)
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