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Abstract

Land degradation has been a persistent problem in Senegal for a long time and by now
has become a serious impediment to long term development. In this paper, we quantify
the impact of land degradation on crop yields using the results of a nation-wide land
degradation assessment. For this, the study needs to address two issues. First, the5

land degradation assessment comprises qualitative expert judgments that have to be
converted into more objective, quantitative terms. We propose a land degradation index
and assess its plausibility. Second, observational data on soils, land use and rainfall do
not provide sufficient information to isolate the impact of land degradation. We, there-
fore, design a pseudo-experiment that for sites with otherwise similar circumstances10

compares the yield of a site with and one without land degradation. This pairing exer-
cise is conducted under a gradual refining of the classification of circumstances, until
a more or less stable response to land degradation is obtained, In this way, we hope to
have controlled sufficiently for confounding variables that will bias the estimation of the
impact of land degradation on crop yields. A small number of shared characteristics15

reveal tendencies of “severe” land degradation levels being associated with declining
yields as compared to similar sites with “low” degradation levels. However, as we zoom
in at more detail some exceptions come to the fore, in particular in areas without fertil-
izer application. Yet, our overall conclusion is that yield reduction is associated to higher
levels of land degradation, irrespective of whether fertilizer is being applied or not.20

1 Land degradation in Senegal

Already in the late 19th and early 20th centuries warnings were issued about severe
risks of land degradation in Sub-Saharan Africa (Chevalier, 1900; Stebbing, 1935), as
colonial governments had been introducing commercial agriculture, with natural vege-
tation replaced over large surfaces by monocultures of cash crops. By now these risks25

have turned into rather dramatic erosion and a consequent threat to food security, bio-
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diversity and economic development, especially in the poorest parts of the continent
where farmers lack access to fertilizer and other inputs (e.g. Lal, 2011).

Senegal is a case in point. In an article in Nature, Mulitza et al. (2010) have shown
that sharp increases in dust deposition of terrigenous sediments could be related to
land degradation processes in Senegal that started in the 1840s, after the promo-5

tion by the French colonial power of groundnut cultivation. The incessant demand for
agricultural land eliminated the last stretches of original wooded savannas and open
woodlands in the early 1900s (e.g. Boahene, 1998). What remained were agricultural
parklands dominated by a small range of acacias species (Tschakert and Tappan,
2004) that no longer could protect the soils against wind and water erosion and re-10

sulted in less favorable physical and chemical properties in the top soil (Kairé, 2003).
During the first half of the 20th century, development of a network of roads and pro-
cessing centers, and establishment of railroads enabled further expansion of groundnut
cultivation, which from 1960, the year of independence until 1980 also benefited from
domestic support through state dominated cooperatives and from preferential export15

arrangements with France, the main customer. The European Union has pursued this
relationship until present within the Lomé and Cotonou Conventions (European Com-
mission, 1999; Bergtold et al., 2005).

This resulted in more intensive forms of agriculture, while demand for fertile land
gradually came to exceed availability (Mortimore et al., 2005), which gave rise to Sene-20

gal’s first large wave of rural-urban migration in the period 1971–1980 (e.g. Mbow et al.,
2008). Reform policies undertaken in the 1980’s and implemented as the Structural
Adjustment Program reduced the state involvement but had detrimental effects on soil
fertility management as fertilizer subsidies were abolished and even the application of
locally produced Phosphorus became too expensive for Senegalese farmers to use25

(Speirs and Olson, 1992).
An expert judgment-based inventory (e.g. Sonneveld, 2003; Omuto et al., 2014) un-

der the Land Degradation in Dryland Areas (LADA) project (FAO/UNEP) shows that
currently 34 % of the national territory and 58 % of the agricultural areas are affected by
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a degradation process (Sonneveld et al., 2010)1. The experts indicated that land degra-
dation seriously impairs agricultural capacity and the quality of eco-system services.
Particularly alarming is the fact that the observed increase in the rate of land degra-
dation affects 26 % of the total land area and 40 % of the agricultural areas against 5
and 6 % with improving trends in land quality, respectively. The LADA inventory also5

reveals that types, causes and impacts of land degradation are diverse. While the
Senegalese government has recognized the severity of these problems (Declaration
of Abuja; IFDC, 2006; Senegal Emergent Plan in ADB, 2014), the planning of actual
interventions seems to be constrained by lack of more than very general knowledge
about the actual impact of land degradation on agricultural production under the vari-10

ous condition prevailing in Senegal.
Yet, establishing a relationship between land degradation and productivity loss is not

an easy task, for various reasons (Vieira et al., 2015). First, our available crop yield
statistics refer to a spatial unit (polygons that combine land use and districts) for which
the experts gave an assessment on degree and extent of land degradation but without15

more specific indication of where crops are cultivated, and where land degradation is
prevalent. Second, there are various confounding factors at play that impact on both
land degradation and crop production (e.g. Ferreira et al., 2015). Isolating these is
especially difficult for Senegal because there are no historical records available on
fertilizer application. While an experimental field trial can for given observed biophys-20

ical conditions simulate various intensities of land degradation and for every intensity
measure the resulting crop yield, under non-experimental conditions, treatment effects
cannot be isolated in this way, and estimation biases can hardly be avoided, since
correlation between these conditions is inevitable and observed fertilizer application
cannot not be corrected for in a satisfactory manner. Instrumental variable estimation25

1This study tested the consistency of expert judgments by a cross-comparison of mapping
units with identical characteristics for annual rainfall, soil suitability, slope, population density
and livestock density. The study concluded that experts had a high consistency in their judg-
ment and gave reliable assessment on the degree of land degradation.
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(e.g. Nkonya et al., 2008) and propensity score matching (Kassie et al., 2008) are no
exception to this.

Here we opt for a direct matching approach, whereby we measure differences in crop
yields (outcomes) at various levels of land degradation (treatment intensities) under the
same external circumstances (conditions), proceeding in two steps. First, we compile5

a representative land degradation assessment for our spatial entities combining expert
assessments on degree and extent of land degradation in a single land degradation fac-
tor that can be related to corresponding crop production figures. Second, we compare
crop production for sites that share similar biophysical and socio-economic character-
istics but one site suffers from land degradation and the other site not. To assess the10

sensitivity of this relationship for the number of shared conditions we extend the num-
ber and degree of detail of the, largely categorical, explanatory variables referring to
these conditions.

There is a tradeoff here. The finer explanation will have fewer observations in every
treatment class but it will account for more variables, hopefully reducing the correlation15

of remaining unobserved variables with the treatment intensity i.e. land degradation.
Hence, it maps out in a categorical setting what would for ordinary regression on con-
tinuous variables be the tradeoff as obtained for a larger number of variables, between
good fit and better significance of coefficients. Our assertion will be that relationships
that change little under this variation are presumably relatively stable to other, so far20

unobserved factors as well.
The paper proceeds as follows. Section 2 describes the data used in this study.

Section 3 re-interprets expert judgments so as to relate the degree and extent of land
degradation to crop production. Section 4 assesses the effect of land degradation on
crop yields. Section 5 concludes.25

2 Data preparation and methodology

Table 1 summarizes data attributes, geographical dimensions and sources.
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Land degradation assessments. The land degradation inventory has been based on
judgments of experts who identified for each of the 33 Senegalese districts and per
production system area shares and the degree and rate of land degradation. Degree
and rate of land degradation are expressed in ordered qualitative classes. Figure 1
presents the degree of land degradation by district and production system zone.5

Administrative data. We combine two administrative subdivisions. An (older) admin-
istrative subdivision of 30 units that is used as a georeference for district statistics
on agricultural production and the current administrative subdivision of 33 units which
serves as a spatial reference for production systems, land degradation assessments
and population.10

Base resource maps. The two major components of the base resource map provided
4 rainfall classes (1=< 200 mm; 2=200–400 mm; 3=400–700 mm; 4=> 700 mm)
and 4 soil suitability classes (1=unsuitable; 2=moderately suitable; 3= suitable;
4= very suitable).

Production system map. The nine production systems and their area in ha and15

a share of the national total are presented in Table 2.
The population density map was obtained from the UNEP data base (Nelson, 2004)

and upscaled for each district for the year 2005 with data from the “Agence Nationale
de la Statistique et de la Démographie”, in Senegal.

The Tropical Livestock Unit map was derived from FAO (2007). Global density maps20

were given for cattle, goats and sheep at 1km×1km scale. These animals comprised
86 % of the total livestock expressed in Tropical Livestock Unit (TLU)2. As detailed
data per district are missing we upscaled the total TLU nationwide proportionally to the
prevailing total TLU densities that were derived from the cattle, goats and sheep.

Roads. The Food Atlas of Africa project (Wesenbeeck and Merbis, 2012) provided25

the segments on primary, secondary and tertiary road presence. The segments were
gridded on the 1km×1km grid. Using the ILWIS distance operator (ILWIS Academic

2To compare grazing demand or environmental pressure of different species in common
units, animals body weights were converted into TLU equivalents.
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version 3.3) we calculated for each pixel the distance to the primary, secondary and
tertiary roads.

Crop production data at district level were for Rice, Maize, Millet, Sorghum, Cassava,
Cow Peas, Groundnut, Sesame, derived from FAO (2006). The crops represented 93 %
of the total cultivated area (FAOSTAT, 2007). Areas and production levels were up-5

scaled to the national level to represent the entire cultivated area; yield data remained
the same as reported in the Agromaps data base.

The procedure for estimating the yield by grid cell is as follows. We distribute the dis-
trict output by crop over the cultivated land at grid level, relying on a constrained scaling
procedure (Keyzer, 2005), that adjusts grid level output until it meets the district total,10

within grid level bounds. We set these bounds so as to offer a range around a reference
yield (output divided by cultivated land) multiplied by grid level area. The reference yield
was given to pixels that were assigned to production system zones where crop produc-
tion is made possible. Furthermore, we accounted for the spatial variation of the soil
quality by multiplying reference yields for soils “Unsuitable”, “Not very suitable”, Mod-15

erately suitable’ and “Suitable”, with 0.2, 0.6, 0.8 and 1.0, respectively, analogue to the
AEZ methodology (e.g. FAO/IIASA, 2000). For our analysis we will concentrate on the
yields of millet, as this crop is the most widely cultivated and avails of spatial fertilizer
statistics.

Fertilizer. Data on fertilizer gifts were derived from the Integrated Plant Nutrition Infor-20

mation System (IPNIS; www.fao.org/ag/agl/agll/ipnis/index.asp). The IPNIS data base
provides data on NPK fertilizer and organic fertilizer at province level and by major
Agro-ecological zone. The data were complete only for millet and groundnut, data for
two other reported crops (rice and cow pea) were sparse while no information was
given for other crops. Table 3 summarizes the total of inorganic and organic NPK gifts.25

Georeferencing spatial data. All spatial data were georeferenced on a 1km×1km
grid. Specifications of the coordinate systems are given in Sonneveld et al. (2010).
Polygons of the natural resource base map and the production system map that were
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smaller than 1 km were mapped on this grid map with a nearest neighbor operation,
using areas in the attribute tables to indicate a proportional share of the grid area.

3 Creation of land degradation index

To compare the impact of land degradation on crop yields between different sites, we
relate crop yields to a land degradation index that combines area shares and degrada-5

tion classes as provided by the experts of the LADA exercise.
To provide a general impression of the relationship, we conduct an exploratory anal-

ysis of non-parametric regression using a smoothing method that interpolates point
observations on crop yields for the area shares and degree of land degradation so as
to reveal the prevalent patterns between the variables. Specifically, we apply a mollifier10

mapping, a flexible form of curve-fitting that follows the data closely and compensates
for the lack of a priori knowledge of an explicit parametric functional form (Keyzer and
Sonneveld, 1998) of the land degradation index. The mollifier program implements
a kernel density regression to show estimated values in 3-D graphs in a surface plot
against two independent variables. Furthermore, the program generates descriptive15

statistics about the reliability of the estimate and depicts these in the default mode as
color shifts in the surface plot and ground plane, respectively – alternatively, the inci-
dence of other covariates can be shown in these dimensions. We apply to the tool to
gradually zoom in on the reliable areas of the data domains. Since fertilizer emerges
as an important explanatory variable, we included it as covariate.20

Climatic conditions are accounted for by expressing the crop yield as a ratio of actual
to potential yield that is defined as climate constrained crop output under optimal soil
conditions. As noted earlier, the assessment attributes to every production system zone
one or several degrees of degradation with a corresponding area share. To isolate
degree-specific effects, we select observations with area shares that are higher than25

75 % for the dominant degradation degree.
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Figure 2 shows the results for “light” and “moderate” degree of land degradation. The
fertilizer gifts appear as color shift in the surface curve, while the observation density
appears in the ground plane. The southeast-northwest axis shows an increasing area
share of the “light” degradation class. In this direction we see a small increase of crop
yield for higher area shares. Rising area shares for the “moderate” class are found5

along the northeast-southwest axis and show a rapid decline of the crop yield. There is,
however, a slight recovery at higher area shares, which correspond with larger fertilizer
gifts. We further note that the higher observation densities are concentrated around
the lowest area shares.

Next, Fig. 3 shows increasing area shares for the “moderate” and “strong” classes10

along, the southeast-northwest and northeast-southwest axis, respectively. Crop yields
decline rapidly for the “moderate” class to its lowest levels at around 50 % of the area
share but rise sharply in areas with high fertilizer gifts. In areas with low fertilizer sup-
plies crop yields decline with increasing area shares of the “strong” degradation, sim-
ilarly to the “moderate” class. This suggests that “moderate” and “strong” degradation15

classes have similar impacts on millet yield while the impact of the “light” degradation
is definite lower. This leads us to define an aggregate index of degradation types that
attributes twice the weight to area shares of “moderate” and “strong” degradation. The
“severe” degree of degradation was reported only twice and no clear response to yield
ratio could be made. Assuming that “severe” degradation has an impact no less than20

that of the other classes we weigh its area share at the same level as “moderate” and
“strong” degrees.

We acknowledge that the created land degradation index cannot be tested in full,
yet, combining classes and area shares in a single land degradation index has been
used in many other peer reviewed studies (e.g. Leiwen et al., 2005; Pace et al., 2008;25

Sonneveld and Dent, 2009), which gives us, jointly with our empirical results, sufficient
confidence to apply the index for our analysis.
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4 Land degradation and crop yields

We are now ready to analyze the effect of land degradation on crop production by
comparing crop yields for sites that have similar circumstances pairing one with land
degradation and one without it. We account for the occurrence of confounding factors
by testing if this relationship is sensitive to the level of detail that is used to describe5

these circumstances. Hence, we gradually expand the number of explanatory variables
hopefully reducing the correlation of remaining unobserved variables with the treatment
intensity i.e. land degradation and the bias in the estimation of the treatment effect.
We suppose that once we find a stable relationship, that is no major change in yield
effect after an extension of the list of explanatory factors, the relationship has become10

insensitive to unobserved factors (errors) and consequently, that the bias has been
sufficiently eliminated.

To describe these circumstances, we use three up to seven categorical variables as
were identified in the geographical profile to create uniform sites. For these circum-
stances, we distinguish only two “treatment” levels, “low” and “severe”, depending on15

whether they are below or above the 0.1 threshold point of the land degradation in-
dex. From the available combinations we selected those that occupy more than 10 %
of the area of a production system zone for which a land degradation assessment was
available. Table 4 lists these seven variables and their class categories. The last col-
umn shows the place within the seven-digit code that is used to characterize the sites.20

A zero in this code means that this characteristic is not considered for the combination.
The selection of the number of variables for crossing seeks to strike a balance be-

tween accuracy and policy relevance. Use of many variables reduces the effect of
unobserved variables but will rapidly increase the number of combinations. There will
be more observations without a match in this case and hence reduces representative-25

ness of the estimation. Conversely, with fewer variables accuracy of comparison will be
less but the number of matches higher. Figure 4 illustrates the tradeoff, by plotting the
percentage of combinations that could be compared for two land degradation condi-
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tions and their area share is plotted against the number of variables used for crossing.
The seven variables combined comprise 36 % of the registered combinations while the
two combined variables cover almost 90 %; in between we find a more or less linear
increase of successful combinations under a decreasing number of selected variables.
Concerning area share, differences are less pronounced. The seven variables com-5

bined cover an area share of 64 %, while other combinations report 89 % or higher
shares. Hence our assessment compares yields under “low” and “severe” degradation
conditions for sites that are defined by combinations of three, four and, finally, seven
variables.

Figure 5 shows the pair-wise comparison of average yields for “low” (green bars) and10

“severe” (sandy brown bars) land degradation at uniform sites defined by a combination
of three variables (rainfall, soil and slope). In all cases, lower yields are reported for
“severe” degradation, varying from declines of less than 1 to 66 %, with an average of
25 %. Yield drops are most pronounced for low rainfall regimes and unsuitable soils,
but also for the combination of high rainfall and moderately suitable soils. Thus, we15

do not detect any definite relationship between severity of yield decline and specific
combinations of rainfall, soil and slope.

Figure 6 shows the comparison for sites defined by combining four variables (rainfall,
soil, slope, fertilizer). As we observed in Sect. 3, fertilizer can mitigate land degradation
effects on yield and we decided to separate the pairs for “low” (Fig. 6a) and “moder-20

ate” (Fig. 6b) fertilizer gifts. For low fertilizer gifts, 4 out of the 6 combinations show
a declining yield under “severe” land degradation, varying from 3 to 52 % with an aver-
age of 30 %. The two cases with higher yields had “moderately suitable” and “suitable”
soils. This might indicate that the productivity of better soils is not yet affected. How-
ever, we cannot exclude that other factors like soil conservation activities affect the25

outcome as well. In case of moderate fertilizer gifts, we obtain in all six cases a decline
in yield that varies from 9 to 69 % with an average of 33 %. This is remarkable as the
non-parametric estimation in Sect. 3 seemed to indicate that fertilizer has a compen-
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sating effect on land degradation. Yet, this more refined comparison tells us that land
degradation effects cannot be mitigated by fertilizer.

Finally, we discuss the pair-wise comparison, at sites that have seven variables in
common (rainfall, soil, slope, population, TLU, fertilizer and markets). For low fertilizer
gifts (Fig. 7), 6 out of the 8 combinations show a declining yield under “severe” land5

degradation compared to the “low” level. Average yield decline for these six cases was
25 %, varying from 1 to 51 %. The two cases where higher yields are reported for “se-
vere” degraded land correspond to better soils. However, one site, also endowed with
“suitable” soils, shows declining yields for severe degraded areas. As noted earlier, this
would suggest that better soils also have higher resistance against land degradation,10

albeit that other unobserved effects might be at play as well.
As regards the sites with moderate fertilizer gifts (Fig. 8), we find declining yields for

degraded soils that vary from 7 to 69 % with an average of 23 % for all sites. Here also,
the moderate fertilizer gifts cannot compensate for reduction in yield due to land degra-
dation. Absence of historical records on fertilizer application obstructs a more direct15

evaluation of impacts and nutrient dynamics at every location. Yet, the lower yields on
degraded areas with fertilizer gifts are presumably caused by the long term depletion
of P and K stocks that are not easily compensated for through fertilizer volumes and
mixes that were commonly applied. For example, currently applied 72 kgha−1 NPK for
groundnuts is lower than recommended rates of 150 kgha−1 NPK and 200 kgha−1 for20

gypsum (Thuo et al., 2011; Ntare et al., 2008).

5 Conclusions

We have studied the effect of land degradation on crop yields in Senegal, in two steps.
First, combining qualitative expert judgments and data on areas affected by land degra-
dation, we created an index to quantify the impact of land degradation on crop yields.25

Non-parametric estimation suggests that this land degradation index can summarize
key information in that higher values correspond to lower crop yields in the way one
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would expect on the basis of the literature. Second, we have estimated a treatment
effect by matching sites with common biophysical and socio-economic characteristics
and different intensity of land degradation. Such matching is inevitably plagued by un-
observed factors that bias the estimation. We have assessed the sensitivity to such
factors by conducting the matching at different level of detail for shared characteristics,5

until a stable relationship was obtained.
In this way, a negative effect of land degradation could be established in qualitative,

descriptive terms. In view of the inherently qualitative nature of the underlying data this
categorical nature of the assessment can hardly be considered a limitation as com-
pared to any parametric statistical test. After this, pairwise comparison revealed, with10

a small number of shared characteristics, the tendency that “severe” land degradation
levels are being associated with declining yields as compared to similar sites with “low”
degradation levels. As we zoomed in with more detail about shared characteristics,
some exceptions came to the fore, however, in particular in areas without fertilizer ap-
plication. Yet, overall we concluded that yield fall with land degradation, irrespective of15

whether fertilizer is being applied or not.
Thus, intervention is called for to arrest further damage to physical soil properties and

avoid further depletion of soil nutrients. At the same time, lack of information seems to
be a major hurdle. More research is urgently needed to identify remedies. The solution
might be more complex than merely applying more fertilizer, as some studies point to20

micro-nutrients (Voortman, 2010), while other clearly indicated a Nitrogen deficiency
(e.g. Saito et al., 2013). Furthermore, restoring Phosphorus and Potassium is not an
easy task as the soils will first restore their buffer capacity, and will not release a steady
flow of nutrients until they reach new equilibrium.

A follow up study might consider including information on land conservation prac-25

tices applied at the sites, so as to allow for comparison of sites with and without such
interventions, other circumstances remaining equal. For this, variables of two kinds
would need to become part of the data set: (1) specific conservation techniques that
are tailored to the biophysical characteristics and land use systems, and (2) features of
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the institutional setting, which might otherwise remain a source of confounding factors,
and are known to have been decisive for past success and failure of sustainable land
management programs (Bouma, 2008). Inclusion of these variables would allow for
identification of the most advisable interventions and hence contribute to more tangible
targeting of environmental measures, in line with the recently signed Partnership for5

Action on Green Economy (UNEP, 2014).

Acknowledgements. This research was sponsored by the FAO-GEF-UNEP Land Degradation
in Dryland Areas (LADA) project. The authors like to thank FAO counterparts Freddy Nachter-
gaele, Sally Bunning and Riccardo Biancalani for useful comments on an earlier draft.

References10

ADB: Senegal Economic Outlook, African Development Bank Group, available at: http://www.
afdb.org/en/countries/west-africa/senegal/senegal-economic-outlook/ (last access: August
2014), 2014.

Bergtold, J., Norton, G., and Brewster, C.: Lom’e to Cotonou conventions: trade policy alterna-
tives for the Senegalese groundnut sector, Agr. Econ., 33, 315–323, 2005.15

Boahene, K.: The challenge of deforestation in tropical Africa: reflections on its principal causes,
consequences and solutions, Land Degrad. Dev., 9, 247–258, 1998.

Chevalier, A.: Les zones et les provinces botaniques de l’Afrique Occidentale Française, C.R.
Hebd. Acad. Sci., 130, 1205–1208, 1900.

CSE: Préparation du guide pour la stratification, Rapport intérimaire n◦ 3, Dakar, Sénégal,20

2008.
DHS: Senegal Final Report, Demographic and Health Survey, Ministère de la Santé et de la

Prévention Médicale Centre de Recherche pour le Développement Humain (CRDH), Dakar,
Senegal, 2006.

European Commission: Consequences for the ACP Countries of Applying the Generalised Sys-25

tem of Preferences (GSP). Europa, Development Analytical Papers for Group 3 on Economy
and Trade, European Union, DG VIII, Brussels, 1999.

FAO: FAOSTAT Data, available at: http://faostat.fao.org/ (last access: August 2005), Food and
Agriculture Organisation, Rome, 2005.

1810

http://www.solid-earth-discuss.net
http://www.solid-earth-discuss.net/7/1797/2015/sed-7-1797-2015-print.pdf
http://www.solid-earth-discuss.net/7/1797/2015/sed-7-1797-2015-discussion.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.afdb.org/en/countries/west-africa/senegal/senegal-economic-outlook/
http://www.afdb.org/en/countries/west-africa/senegal/senegal-economic-outlook/
http://www.afdb.org/en/countries/west-africa/senegal/senegal-economic-outlook/
http://faostat.fao.org/


SED
7, 1797–1825, 2015

Quantifying the
impact of land

degradation on crop
production

B. G. J. S. Sonneveld
et al.

Title Page

Abstract Introduction

Conclusions References

Tables Figures

J I

J I

Back Close

Full Screen / Esc

Printer-friendly Version

Interactive Discussion

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

FAO: Agro-Maps, a global spatial database of sub-national agricultural land-use statistics, In:
Land and Water Digital Media Series, vol. 32, FAO, Rome, 2006.

FAO: Gridded Livestock of the World 2007, edited by: Wint, G. R. W. and Robinson, T. P., Rome,
2007.

FAOSTAT: Accessed 2010, available at: www.fao.org (last access: May 2010), Food and Agri-5

culture Organization of the United Nations, Rome, 2007.
Ferreira, V., Panagopoulos, T., Andrade, R., Guerrero, C., and Loures, L.: Spatial variability of

soil properties and soil erodibility in the Alqueva reservoir watershed, Solid Earth, 6, 383–
392, doi:10.5194/se-6-383-2015, 2015.

Heltberg, R.: Malnutrition, poverty, and economic growth, Health Econ., 18, S77–S88,10

doi:10.1002/hec.1462, 2009.
IFDC: Abuja Declaration on Fertilizer for an African Green Revolution, Africa Fertilizer Summit,

African Union Special Summit of the Heads of State and Government, Nigeria, Abuja, 2006.
IMF: Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper, September 2006, Republic of Senegal/International

Monetary Fund, available at: http://planipolis.iiep.unesco.org/ (last access: August 2007),15

2007.
Kairé, M.: Etude de la biodiversité agroforestière dans les agrosystèmes du Bassin Arachidier

du Sénégal, Rapport ISRA, 9 pp., 2003.
Kassie, M., Pender, J., Yesuf, M., Kohlin, G., Bulffstone, R., and Mulugeta, E.: Estimating returns

to soil conservation adoption in the northern Ethiopian highlands, Agr. Econ., 38, 213–232,20

2008.
Keyzer, M. A. and Sonneveld, B. G. J. S: Using the mollifier method to characterize datasets

and models: the case of the Universal Soil Loss Equation, ITC Journal, 3–4, 263–272, 1998.
Lal, R.: Soil degradation and food security in South Asia, in: Climate Change and Food Security

in South Asia, edited by: Lal, R., Sivakumar, M. V., Faiz, M. A., Mustafizur Rahman, A. H. M.,25

and Islam, K. R., Springer, Dordrecht, The Netherlands, doi:10.1007/978-90-481-9516-9_10,
138–152, 2011.

Leiwen, J., Yufen, T., Zhijie, Z., Tianhong, L., and Jianhua, L.: Water resources, land exploration
and population dynamics in arid areas – the case of the Tarim River Basin in Xinjiang of
China, Popul. Environ., 26, 471–503, 2005.30

Mbow, C., Mertz, O., Diouf, A., Rasmussen, K., and Reenberg, A.: The history of environmental
change and adaptation in eastern Saloum – Senegal – driving forces and perceptions, Global
Planet. Change, 64, 3–4, 210–221, 2008.

1811

http://www.solid-earth-discuss.net
http://www.solid-earth-discuss.net/7/1797/2015/sed-7-1797-2015-print.pdf
http://www.solid-earth-discuss.net/7/1797/2015/sed-7-1797-2015-discussion.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
www.fao.org
http://dx.doi.org/10.5194/se-6-383-2015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hec.1462
http://planipolis.iiep.unesco.org/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-90-481-9516-9_10


SED
7, 1797–1825, 2015

Quantifying the
impact of land

degradation on crop
production

B. G. J. S. Sonneveld
et al.

Title Page

Abstract Introduction

Conclusions References

Tables Figures

J I

J I

Back Close

Full Screen / Esc

Printer-friendly Version

Interactive Discussion

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

Mortimore, M., Ba, M., Mahamane, A., Rostom, R. S., Serra Del Pozo, P., and Turner, B.: Chang-
ing systems and changing landscapes: measuring and interpreting land use transformations
in African drylands, Geogr. Tidsskr., 105, 101–120, 2005.

Mulitza, S., Heslop, D., Pittauerova, D., Fischer, H. W., Meyer, I., Stuut, J., Zabel, M.,
Mollenhauer, G., Collins, J. A., Kuhnert, H., and Schulz, M.: Increase in African dust5

flux at the onset of commercial agriculture in the Sahel region, Nature, 466, 226–228,
doi:10.1038/nature09213, 2010.

Ndiaye, S. and Ayad, M.: Enquête Démographique et de Santé au Sénégal, 2005, Centre de
Recherche pour le Développement Humain Sénégal et ORC Macro, Calverton, Maryland,
USA, 2006.10

Nelson, A.: African Population Database, UNEP GRID, Sioux Falls, 2004.
Nkonya, E., Pender, J., Kaizzi, C., Kato, E., Mugarura, S., Ssali, H., and Muwonge, J.: Linkages

between land management, land degradation and poverty in sub-Saharan Africa: the case
of Uganda, IFPRI Research Report No. 159, International Food Policy Research Institute,
Washington, DC, 2008.15

Ntare, B. R., Diallo, A. T., Ndjeunga, J., and Waliyar, F.: Groundnut Seed Production Manual,
International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), Andhra Pradesh,
India, 2008.

Omuto, C. T., Balint, Z., and Alim, M. S.: A framework for national assessment of land degrada-
tion in the drylands: a case study of Somalia, Land Degrad. Dev., 25, 105–119, 2014.20

Pace, G., Vaglio, G., Laurin, L., Do Rosario, P., and Sciortino, M.: Space for the UNCCD and the
Desertwatch Project, in: Desertification and Risk Analysis Using High and Medium Resolu-
tion Satellite Data, NATO Science for Peace and Security Series C: Environmental Security,
edited by: Marini, A. and Talbi, M., Springer in cooperation with NATO Public Diplomacy
Division, Dordrecht, The Netherlands, 71–82, 2008.25

Saito, K., Nelson, A., Zwart, S. J., Niang, A., Sow, A., Yoshida, H., and Wopereis, M. C. S.:
Towards a better understanding of biophysical determinants of yield gaps and the poten-
tial for expansion of the rice area in Africa, in: Realizing Africa’s Rice Promise, edited by:
Wopereis, M. C. S. et al., CAB International, Wallingford, UK, 188–203, 2013.

Sonneveld, B. G. J. S.: Formalizing expert judgments in land degradation assessment: a case30

study for Ethiopia, Land Degrad. Dev., 14, 347–364, 2003.
Sonneveld, B. G. J. S. and Dent, D.: How good is GLASOD?, J. Environ. Manage., 90, 274–283,

doi:10.1016/j.jenvman.2007.09.008, 2007.

1812

http://www.solid-earth-discuss.net
http://www.solid-earth-discuss.net/7/1797/2015/sed-7-1797-2015-print.pdf
http://www.solid-earth-discuss.net/7/1797/2015/sed-7-1797-2015-discussion.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nature09213
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2007.09.008


SED
7, 1797–1825, 2015

Quantifying the
impact of land

degradation on crop
production

B. G. J. S. Sonneveld
et al.

Title Page

Abstract Introduction

Conclusions References

Tables Figures

J I

J I

Back Close

Full Screen / Esc

Printer-friendly Version

Interactive Discussion

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

Sonneveld, B. G. J. S., Keyzer, M. A., Zikhali, P., and Merbis, M.: National Land Degradation
Assessment Senegal and Review of Global Socio-Economic Parameters in the LADA Data
Base, Land Degradation Assessment (LADA) Project, Report for the FAO, SOW-VU, Ams-
terdam, 2010.

Sonneveld, B. G. J. S., Bai, Z., Ndiaye, D., and Bindraban, P. S.: Comparing rainfall use effi-5

ciency trends with expert judgments for nation-wide land degradation assessments: the case
of Senegal, Journal of Sustainable Development, 5, 116–135, 2012.

Speirs, M. and Olson, O.: Indigenous integrated farming systems in the Sahel, World Bank
Technical Paper No. 179, African Technical Department Series, World Bank, Washington,
DC, 1992.10

Stebbing, E. P.: The encroaching Sahara: the threat to the West African colonies, Geogr. J., 85,
506–524, 1935.

Thuo, M., Bravo-Ureta, B. E., Hathie, I., and Obeng-Asiedu, P.: Adoption of chemical fertilizer
by smallholder farmers in the peanut basin of Senegal, African Journal of Agricultural and
Resource Economics, 6, 1–6, 2011.15

Tschakert, P. and Tappan, G.: The social context of carbon sequestration: considerations from
a multi-scale environmental history of the Old Peanut Basin of Senegal, J. Arid Environ., 59,
535–564, 2004.

UNEP: Senegal Joins the Partnership for Action on Green, available at: http://www.unep.org/
greeneconomy/ (last access: September 2014), United Nations Environment Programme20

(UNEP), Nairobi, Kenya, 2014.
Van Wesenbeeck, C. F. A. and Merbis, M, D.: Data Repository of the Food Economy of Sub-

Saharan Africa, Centre for World Food Studies, Amsterdam, 2012.
Vieira, R. M. S. P., Tomasella, J., Alvalá, R. C. S., Sestini, M. F., Affonso, A. G., Rodriguez, D. A.,

Barbosa, A. A., Cunha, A. P. M. A., Valles, G. F., Crepani, E., de Oliveira, S. B. P.,25

de Souza, M. S. B., Calil, P. M., de Carvalho, M. A., Valeriano, D. M., Campello, F. C. B.,
and Santana, M. O.: Identifying areas susceptible to desertification in the Brazilian north-
east, Solid Earth, 6, 347–360, doi:10.5194/se-6-347-2015, 2015.

Voortman, R. L.: Explorations Into African Land Resource Ecology; on the Chemistry Between
Soils, Plants and Fertilizers, PhD dissertation, VU University Amsterdam, Gildeprint drukker-30

ijen, Enschede, 2010.

1813

http://www.solid-earth-discuss.net
http://www.solid-earth-discuss.net/7/1797/2015/sed-7-1797-2015-print.pdf
http://www.solid-earth-discuss.net/7/1797/2015/sed-7-1797-2015-discussion.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/
http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/
http://www.unep.org/greeneconomy/
http://dx.doi.org/10.5194/se-6-347-2015


SED
7, 1797–1825, 2015

Quantifying the
impact of land

degradation on crop
production

B. G. J. S. Sonneveld
et al.

Title Page

Abstract Introduction

Conclusions References

Tables Figures

J I

J I

Back Close

Full Screen / Esc

Printer-friendly Version

Interactive Discussion

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

D
iscussion

P
aper

|
D

iscussion
P

aper
|

Table 1. Data, geographical resolution and source.

Data Resolution Source

Expert assessments on land degradation Polygons Sonneveld et al. (2010), CSE (2008)
Administrative subdivision (2009) Polygons CSE (2008)
Administrative subdivision (2005) Polygons CSE (2008)
Natural resources: soils, altitude classes, land use Polygons CSE (2008)
Slope Grid 1km×1km FAO/IIASA (2000)
Production systems Polygons CSE (2008)
Population density Grid 1km×1km Nelson (2004)
Livestock (cattle, buffalo, sheep and goats) Grid 1km×1km FAO (2007)
Presence of primary, secondary and tertiary roads Segment Wesenbeeck and Merbis (2012)
Distance to primary, secondary and tertiary roads Grid 1km×1km Wesenbeeck and Merbis (2012)
Millet production (kgha−1) District FAO (2006)
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Table 2. Production system, area (in ha) and share of total land area in percentage.

Production system area in ha share of total

Peri-urban 245 234 1.2
Irrigated 200 572 1.0
Floodplains 160 068 1.0
Agro-pastoral 2 541 424 12.7
Rainfed 1 891 141 9.4
Transhumant 3 357 948 16.8
Forestry 7 678 003 38.3
Nature Reserve 2 995 748 15.0
No assessment made 962 385 4.8
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Table 3. NPK gifts (kgha−1) for millet groundnut, rice and cow pea.

Region AEZ Millet groundnut rice cowpea

Dakar Niayes 95
Diourbel Centre Nord Bassin Arachidier 4 15
Fatick Sud Bassin Arachidier 4 28
Kaolack Sud Bassin Arachidier 3 28
Kolda Basse et Moyenne Casamance 207 6 0
Kolda Sénégal Oriental/Haute 83 28
Sant Louis Fleuve 0 247
Sant Louis Zone Sylvo-pastorale 0 0
Tambacounda Sénégal Oriental/Haute Casamance 83 28
Thies Centre Nord Bassin Arachidier 4 28
Thies Niayes 94 28
Ziguinchor Basse et Moyenne Casamance 186 6 0

Source: IPNIS; accessed November 2009.
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Table 4. Variables and encoding of categories used to make uniform sites.

Variable Encoding of categories Place in code

Rainfall 1=< 200 mm; 2=200–400 mm; 3=400–700 mm; 4=> 700 mm 1
Soils 1=unsuitable; 2=not suitable; 3=moderately suitable; 4= suitable 2
Slope 1=no slope ; 2=undulating 3
Population density 1=< 600 pkm−2; 2=600–9000 pkm−2; 3=> 9000 pkm−2 4
TLU density 1=< 21 TLUkm−2; 2=21–32 TLUkm−2; 3=> 32 TLUkm−2 5
Fertilizer use 1=< 50 kgha−1; 2=50–150 kgha−1; 3=> 150 kgha−1 6
Access markets∗ 1=1st cat. < 10 km; 2=2nd cat. < 10 km; 3=3rd cat. < 10 km; 4=> 10 km 7

∗ Access to markets expressed as distance to road categories.
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Figure 1. Average degree of land degradation.
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Figure 2. Yield ratio (actual/potential yield) against area share under light and moderate degra-
dation; covariates: fertilizer gifts and likelihood ratio.
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Figure 3. Yield ratio (actual/potential yield) against area share under moderate and strong
degradation; covariates: fertilizer gifts and likelihood ratio.
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Figure 4. Percentage area coverage (green bar) and available combinations for pair-wise uni-
form sites (red bar) defined by number of selected variables.
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Figure 5. Comparing yields under “low” (green) and “severe” (light brown) degradation for uni-
form sites defined by three variables (rainfall, soil and slope). Place and category of codes on
x axis are explained in Table 4.
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Figure 6. Comparing yields under “low” (green) and “severe” (light brown) degradation for uni-
form sites defined by three variables (rainfall, soil and slope) for “low” (a) and “moderate” (b)
fertilizer gifts. Place and category of codes on x axis are explained in Table 4.
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Figure 7. Comparing yields under “low” (green) and “severe” (sandy brown) degradation for
uniform sites defined by six variables (rainfall, soil, slope, population, TLU, markets) for “low”
fertilizer gifts. Place and category of codes on x axis is explained in Table 4.
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Figure 8. Comparing yields under “low” (green) and “severe” (sandy brown) degradation for uni-
form sites defined by six variables (rainfall, soil, slope, population, TLU, markets) for “moderate”
fertilizer gifts. Place and category of codes on x axis are explained in Table 4.
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