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This is a very interesting article dealing with a problem that has become almost "un-
touchable" in the geodynamic/geophysics literature, but it is hardly so. M. Tirone ex-
plores some provocative questions of great relevance to these communities. As such,
| think this paper will certainly encourage discussions and new assessments in order
to clarify the nature and evolution of the geothermal gradient in the deep Earth.

Given 1) the thorough review by reviewer 1 (much appreciated!), 2) the significance of
the topic covered in the paper, 3) the important comment by Paul Asimow, and 4) the
detailed responses by the author, | think the discussion stage can now be closed.

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the author, Paul Asimow and the anonymous
reviewer for their contributions.
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